Helm Collection (MSS 616) by Folklife Archives, Manuscripts &
Western Kentucky University
TopSCHOLAR®
MSS Finding Aids Manuscripts
9-1-2017
Helm Collection (MSS 616)
Manuscripts & Folklife Archives
Western Kentucky University, mssfa@wku.edu
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_mss_fin_aid
Part of the United States History Commons
This Finding Aid is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in MSS Finding Aids by an
authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact topscholar@wku.edu.
Recommended Citation
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MSS 616      HELM Collection 
 
15 boxes.  83 folders.  6,304 items.  1949-2012.   





COLLECTION NOTE  
 
 This collection consists of research used to compile the genealogical work Moses Helm 
[Nashville: Bob Law, 1995] by Robert Cornwell “Bob” Law and Clyde Smith.  The research 
includes photocopies of material made from genealogical sources as well as photographs, 
clippings, narratives, and correspondence with descendants of Moses Helm (b. ca. 1710) and 
his wife Sarah Jameson (1711?-1812).  Also included is research and correspondence 
postdating the publication of the book and intended to augment or correct the original research. 
 The folder contents are generally organized by a particular Helm family member and the 
individuals in that member’s line of descent.  A family tree showing the relevant line of descent 
is included at the front of the folder, although material is not compiled on every named 
descendant.  The surnames of the principal families descended from Moses Helm are listed in 
the subject analytics below, but research in the collection encompasses other associated 
families.  Folder dates refer to the date span of correspondence in the folder, rather than the 
dates of primary research materials.  Photographs include Helm family members and sites 
associated with the family; also included are photographs of more than 550 gravestones of 
Moses Helm’s descendants with a name index, cemetery names and locations. 
 A copy of Moses Helm (CS71 .H4773 2008) is held in the Department of Library Special 
Collections, Western Kentucky University.  For information on its availability elsewhere (in paper 
and digital format), and an addendum to the work, see Box 1, Folder 2.  The bulk of the 
research in this collection has also been microfilmed and is available from the Mormon Church 
Family History Center.   




BOX 1 Helm Collection      1986-2012 311 items 
 
Folder 1 Inventory         1 item 
 
Folder 2 Moses Helm, by Bob Law and Clyde Smith –   2008-2012 8 items 
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  Information on book and access to research 
 
Folder 3 Moses Helm (b. ca. 1710), m. Sarah Jameson  2000-2010 36 items 
 
Folder 4 Moses Helm (b. ca. 1710), m. Sarah Jameson  1996-2002 61 items 
 
Folder 5 Moses Helm (b. ca. 1710), m. Sarah Jameson  1990-1994 31 items 
 
Folder 6 Elizabeth Carson Helm (1739-bef. 1786),   1992-1998 70 items 
  m. Alexander Steele;  
Mary Steele (b. 1759), m. James McAllister; 
Alexander Steele, Jr. (1769-1843),  
m. Sarah Akers 
 
Folder 7 Elizabeth Carson Helm (1739-bef. 1786),   1986-2006 104 items 
  m. Alexander Steele;  
Mary Steele (b. 1759), m. James McAllister; 
Alexander Steele, Jr. (1769-1843), 
m. Sarah Akers 
 
 
BOX 2 Helm Collection      1949-2009  493 items 
 
Folder 1 Elizabeth Carson Helm (1739-bef. 1786),   1990-1994 87 items 
  m. Alexander Steele;  
Mary Steele (b. 1759), m. James McAllister; 
Alexander Steele, Jr. (1769-1843), 
m. Sarah Akers 
 
Folder 2 Elizabeth Carson Helm (1739-bef. 1786),   1993  71 items 
  m. Alexander Steele;  
Mary Steele (b. 1759), m. James McAllister; 
Alexander Steele, Jr. (1769-1843), 
m. Sarah Akers 
 
Folder 3 John Alexander Steele (1770?-1821),   1999-2002 83 items 
  m. Sally Ann Jones 
 
Folder 4 John Alexander Steele (1770?-1821),   1949-2009 132 items 
  m. Sally Ann Jones 
 
Folder 5 John Alexander Steele (1770?-1821),   1972-1997 120 items 
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BOX 3 Helm Collection      1982-2011 501 items 
 
Folder 1 Moses Steele (1778-1817), m. Susan Clayton Bell 1984-1995 119 items 
 
Folder 2 Moses Steele (1778-1817), m. Susan Clayton Bell 1987-2009 130 items 
 
Folder 3 Moses Steele (1778-1817), m. Susan Clayton Bell 2009  94 items 
 
Folder 4 Moses Steele (1778-1817), m. Susan Clayton Bell 2003-2011 106 items 
 
Folder 5 Sarah Steele (1773-1851), m.(1) Douglas Baker, 1982-1998 52 items 
  m.(2) James Thompson 
 
 
BOX 4 Helm Collection      1980-2002 446 items 
 
Folder 1 Sarah Steele (1773-1851), m.(1) Douglas Baker, 1992-1995 140 items 
  m.(2) James Thompson 
 
Folder 2 Mary Elizabeth Steele (1775-1846),    1989-2001 90 items 
  m. Oliver McReynolds 
 
Folder 3 Mary Elizabeth Steele (1775-1846),    1990-2002 105 items 
  m. Oliver McReynolds 
 
Folder 4 John Steele Helm (1741-1826),    1995  45 items 
  m. Mary McAllister 
 
Folder 5 Moses Helm II (1777-1847), m. Nancy Owen  1980-1993 66 items 
 
 
BOX 5 Helm Collection      1987-2008 482 items 
 
Folder 1 James Monroe Helm (1809-1863),   1987-1994 99 items  
  m. Mary E. James 
 
Folder 2 James Monroe Helm (1809-1863),   1987-1992 96 items 
  m. Mary E. James 
 
Folder 3 Mary Ann Helm (1811-1865),     1989  9 items 
  m. Thomas N. Berryman 
 
Folder 4 John Barnett Helm (1815-1896),    1987-2008 123 items 
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Folder 5 John Barnett Helm (1815-1896),    1987-2002 155 items 
  m. Nancy Porter Carson 
 
 
BOX 6 Helm Collection      1987-2011 460 items 
 
Folder 1 John Barnett Helm (1815-1896),    1988-2006 95 items 
  m. Nancy Porter Carson 
 
Folder 2 Sarah Elizabeth Helm (1818-1872),   1988-2011 79 items 
  m. Nathaniel Porter 
 
Folder 3 Sarah Elizabeth Helm (1818-1872),   1988-1993 66 items 
  m. Nathaniel Porter 
 
Folder 4 Sarah Elizabeth Helm (1818-1872),   1988-1993 61 items  
  m. Nathaniel Porter 
 
Folder 5 Martha Jane Helm (1823-1911),    1988  109 items 
m. William A. Moody  
 
Folder 6 David Owen Helm (1828-1882),    1987-1993 50 items 
  m. Lydia Amanda Boadley 
 
 
BOX 7 Helm Collection      1988-2006 516 items 
 
Folder 1  James Helm (1779-1844),     1992-1997 109 items 
  m.(1) Mary C. Chapman, m.(2) Sarah Griffey, 
  m.(3) Susannah Hubbard 
 
Folder 2  James Helm (1779-1844),     1992-1999 89 items 
  m.(1) Mary C. Chapman, m.(2) Sarah Griffey, 
  m.(3) Susannah Hubbard 
 
Folder 3  James Helm (1779-1844),     1989-2004 83 items 
  m.(1) Mary C. Chapman, m.(2) Sarah Griffey, 
  m.(3) Susannah Hubbard 
 
Folder 4  James Helm (1779-1844),     1993-2006 118 items 
  m.(1) Mary C. Chapman, m.(2) Sarah Griffey, 
  m.(3) Susannah Hubbard 
 
Folder 5  James Helm (1779-1844),     1988-2006 100 items 
  m.(1) Mary C. Chapman, m.(2) Sarah Griffey, 
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  m.(3) Susannah Hubbard 
 
Folder 6 Jane Helm (1782-1878), m. Overstreet Doss  2003  17 items 
 
 
BOX 8 Helm Collection      1984-2004 549 items 
 
Folder 1 Thomas Helm (1784-1863), m. Elizabeth Carl  1990-2001 124 items 
 
Folder 2 Elizabeth Helm (1787-1865), m. Joseph McAllister 1990-1999 90 items 
 
Folder 3 Mary Ann Helm (1743-1837), m. James Carson 1989-1995 49 items 
 
Folder 4 Sarah Carson (1766-1854), m. Francis Porter  1989-2004 70 items 
 
Folder 5 Sarah Carson (1766-1854), m. Francis Porter  1989-1997 98 items 
 
Folder 6 Thomas (Sadler) Carson (1769-1825),   1984-1997 118 items 
  m.(1) Mary Dinwiddie, m.(2) Sarah Dinwiddie 
 
 
BOX 9 Helm Collection      1989-2006 563 items 
   
Folder 1 Thomas (Sadler) Carson (1769-1825),   1989-1994 110 items 
  m.(1) Mary Dinwiddie, m.(2) Sarah Dinwiddie 
 
Folder 2 Thomas (Sadler) Carson (1769-1825),   1989-1990 134 items 
  m.(1) Mary Dinwiddie, m.(2) Sarah Dinwiddie 
 
Folder 3 William Carson (1772-1856),     1989-1996 138 items  
m. Elizabeth Helm Baker 
 
Folder 4 Margaret Carson (b. 1778), m. William Miller Lee 1989-2006 92 items 
 
Folder 5 Elizabeth Carson (1779-1862),     1990-1995 89 items 
  m. William Carson Porter 
 
 
BOX 10 Helm Collection      1980-2010 445 items 
 
Folder 1 Moses Helm Carson (1783-1863),    1990-2004 47 items 
  m.(1) Elizabeth Dinwiddie, m. (2) Bridgett 
  Evans Franklin 
 
Folder 2 Thomas Carson Helm (1748-1781),    1997  47 items 
  m. Nancy Ann Gilbert 
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Folder 3 James Helm (1776-1839, m.(1) Sarah Watkins,  1989-2009 66 items 
  m.(2) Jane Burns 
 
Folder 4 James Helm (1776-1839, m.(1) Sarah Watkins,  n.d.  81 items 
  m.(2) Jane Burns 
 
Folder 5 Thomas Carson Helm (1799-1862),    1980-2010 116 items 
  m. Mary Alcorn Cowden 
 
Folder 6 Thomas Carson Helm (1799-1862),    1990-1994 88 items 
  m. Mary Alcorn Cowden 
 
 
BOX 11 Helm Collection      1987-2002 417 items 
 
Folder 1 Nancy Gilbert Helm (1802-1873),    1990-1994 39 items 
  m. Jacob Fisher 
 
Folder 2 William Helm (1804-1875), m.(1) Cynthia Stewart, 1987-1995 24 items 
  m.(2) Elizabeth Arthur 
 
Folder 3 Moses Watkins Helm (1806-1855),    1990-1996 58 items 
m. Rebecca Fisher 
 
Folder 4 Elizabeth Helm (1812-1846), m. George Fisher  1993  38 items 
 
Folder 5 Elizabeth Helm (1812-1846), m. George Fisher  1993-1996 88 items 
 
Folder 6 Samuel S. Helm (1778-1849), m. Aline Taylor  1994  65 items 
 
Folder 7 Samuel S. Helm (1778-1849), m. Aline Taylor  1994-2002 105 items 
 
 
BOX 12 Helm Collection      1988-2001 348 items 
 
Folder 1 Susannah Helm (1750-1836), m. James Dixon  1993-1997 47 items 
 
Folder 2 Susannah Helm (1750-1836), m. James Dixon  1997  51 items 
 
Folder 3 Mary “Polly” Helm (1787-1855),     1988-1994 122 items 
  m. William Edmonson Dixon 
 
Folder 4 Jane Rebecca Helm (1752-1825)    n.d.  15 items 
 
Folder 5 Dinwiddie family      n.d.  32 items 
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Folder 6 Dinwiddie family      1988-2001 81 items 
 
 
BOX 13 Helm Collection      1988-1997 618 items 
 
Folder 1 Dinwiddie family      1988-1997 54 items 
 
Folder 2 Dinwiddie census records     n.d.  103 items 
  
Folder 3  Dinwiddie family – Marriage & death records;  n.d.  153 items 
  obituaries 
 
Folder 4 Dinwiddie family cemeteries    1988  31 items 
 
Folder 5 Jane Dinwiddie (1788-1844), m. Samuel Gilbert 1993-1995 109 items 
 
Folder 6 John Steele (1761-1826), m. Lucy Moon   1992  95 items 
 
Folder 7 John Steele (1761-1826), m. Lucy Moon   1992-1995 73 items 
 
     
BOX 14 Helm Collection      1996-2007 153 items 
 
Folder 1 Helm DNA testing      2004-2005 49 items 
 
Folder 2 Helm coat of arms      n.d.  20 items 
 
Folder 3 Susan Grimshaw – Helm research (England)  1997-2007 60 items 
 
Folder 4 Campbell County, Virginia reseach   n.d.  13 items 
 
Folder 5 Robert D. Steele letters     1996-2002 11 items 
 
 
BOX 15 Helm Collection – Gravestone Photographs  n.d  2 items 
 
Folder 1 Helm and related family graves (Vol. 1)   n.d.  1 item 
 














MSS HELM Collection                                   1949-2012 
616   
  Research used to compile the genealogical 
 work Moses Helm [Nashville: Bob Law, 1995] by  
Robert Cornwell “Bob” Law and Clyde Smith.  Included  
are photocopies of material from genealogical sources, 
photographs, clippings, narratives, and correspondence  
with descendants of Moses Helm (b. ca. 1710) and his  
wife Sarah Jameson (1711?-1812).    
  15 boxes.  83 folders.  6,304 items.  Originals, 
photocopies, photographs, compact discs. 





Akers family       B1,F7 
Auburn Seminary – Logan County – Relating to      B5,F4 
Baker family    B3,F5; B4,F1 
Barrow family     B3,F2,3 
Beard family    B6,F3 
Berryman family     B5,F3 
Birth announcements, 1937, 1950, 1954      B5,F5 
Briggs family       B9,F1,2 
Carson family     B5,F4; B8,F3-5; B8,F6; B9,F1-4; B10,F1 
Chapman family      B2,F1; B8,F4,5 
Cowden family     B10,F5 
Dinwiddie family     B1,F3; B8,F6; B12,F5,6; B13,F1-5 
Dixon family     B12,F1-3 
Doss family     B7,F6 
Drinkard family    B10,F1 
Early family    B11,F6 
Fisher family     B11,F1,4,5 
Floyd family     B5,F4 
Gholson family    B2,F3,4 
Gilbert family    B13,F5 
Heggie family     B2,F4,5 
Helm, Moses, b. ca. 1710 
Hines family     B9,F1 
Hobdy family    B5,F5 
Howard family    B9,F1 
Irvin family       B1,F7 
Jameson family         B1,F3-5 
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Kerr family     B3,F4 
Lander family    B4,F1 
Landes family    B4,F1 
Law, Robert Cornwell “Bob,” b. 1937 
Lee family      B9,F4 
Lincoln University – Lincoln, Ilinois – Relating to, 1880-1881      B6,F1 
Lokey family    B3,F4 
Lucas family    B5,F4 
McAllister family        B1,F6,7; B4,F4; B8,F2; B13,F7 
McCormick family    B6,F3 
McKay family    B6,F4 
McReynolds family   B4,F2,3; B12,F1,3 
Moody family     B6,F5 
Moon family     B13,F6 
Orndorff family     B7,F3 
Owen family       B4,F5 
Porter family    B6,F2,3; B8,F4,5; B9,F5 
Procter family     B9,F2 
Rucker family      B2,F1 
St. Clair family    B11,F7 
Sloss family     B6,F3,4 
Steele family  B1,F4,6,7; B2; B3; B4,F1,2; B13,F6; B14,F5 
Steele, Robert D.      B14,F5 
Street family      B4,F2,3 
Sublette family     B11,F7 
Thompson family      B1,F6; B3,F5; B4,F1 
Wallace family     B8,F5 
Watkins family     B10,F3 
 
 
SEE  or SEE ALSO 
 
McAlister family 
 See:  
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